
 

 

 

 

Keeping Children Entertained Over the Summer Holidays 

We have put together some  low cost ideas for entertaining children during the long summer holidays.  

Picnics:   

Picnics are a great way to bring the family together and can create long-lasting childhood memories. Whether in the 

local park, the beach or even your garden there is something special about creating a picnic lunch. Get the children 

Involved when choosing the picnic—there may be some very interesting  lunch ideas! Parks that are available in 

Kilkenny include Woodstock in Inistioge, Castlecomer Discovery Park and Kilkenny Castle Park. For a full list of parks 

you can go to the Kilkenny County Council website. 

Visit the Local Library:  

The local library is a fantastic resource for everybody but especially for children. Visit the local library to access free 

books, DVDs, CDs, story-time sessions, computer & internet access, magazines, comics, graphic novels, activities 

and games. There is also a ‘Summer Stars’ Summer Reading programme  being run in your local library. For more 

information go to the Kilkenny County Library Service website. 

Treasure Hunt:   

This can be as elaborate or as simple as you wish. This will appeal to your child’s sense of adventure and can be de-

signed around the interests of your child.  It can be fun and educational at the same time. For example, the clues 

could be colour coded so the child has to match the colour to find the clue.  Whatever your approach, the aim of a 

treasure hunt of course is to have fun! For treasure hunt ideas click here and here. 

Cooking:  

Spending a rainy summer’s afternoon in the kitchen can  engage children’s imagination and creativity.  Cooking with 

your child can  help build upon children’s awareness of different food choices and where food comes from. You can 

access recipe ideas here.  

Gardening:  

Planting vegetables, flowers or herbs can be a very exciting learning experience for your child. It also teaches them 

responsibility in caring for the flower/ vegetable/ herb. If you have a small space, a window box or small pots are  

perfectly adequate for your child to use. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kilkennycoco.ie/eng/Services/Parks/
http://www.kilkennylibrary.ie/eng/
http://www.creativekidsathome.com/activities/activity_28.html
http://www.mykidsadventures.com/treasure-hunt-kids-guide/
http://saucepankids.com/browse-recipes/


 

 

 

 

Games:  

Games from your childhood such as Rounders, Red Rover Red Rover,  Mother May I, Musical Statues, What Time Is 

it Mr. Wolf can be great fun. Games such as these teach your children how  to follow rules and how to take turns. 

Water:  

There are many ways  for children to play with water: paddling pool, baby bath of water to wash their toys, water 

hose in the garden, add washing-up liquid to water, freeze water & the children can witness what happens as it 

melts, set up a ‘car wash’ of their bikes where the children can use sponges and basins of water. It is important to 

mention water safety and to always be vigilant around water. 

Walk:  

As simple as it sounds a walk can be great fun. Particularly if it turns into a nature walk where the children  are on 

the look out for interesting discoveries. You could make your very own nature table at home or use their findings to 

create beautiful , unique pictures. 

Beach: 

A visit to the beach in the summer can be most enjoyable. Even if the sun is not shining children can have great fun 

walking along the beach looking for treasure and identifying any creatures they may see. 

Free Time:   

Children are great at entertaining themselves and need time to allow their creativity and imagination to develop. 

Once provided with an interesting environment that may have a selection of open-ended materials they can be 

entertained for periods of time. These materials may include home-made playdough, sand, water, paint, lego, 

straw, hay, blocks, clay, dry rice etc. 

However you spend your time this summer, we hope it is full of fun, laughter and excitement. 

http://www.gaarounders.ie/playrounders/howtoplay
http://www.fundays.ie/fun-at-home/details.asp?fun=-710426223
http://www.gameskidsplay.net/games/mental_games/mother_may_i.html
http://www.kidspot.com.au/things-to-do/activities/musical-statues
http://www.fundays.ie/fun-at-home/details.asp?fun=1341258185
http://www.fundays.ie/fun-at-home/details.asp?fun=1341258185

